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Welcome to the February 2010 edition of ‘Namaste’, the newsletter of Children of Nepal.  This edition aims to update you on our recent visit to Nepal, when we were able to get progress updates on current projects, as well as to visit schools with new requests for help and support from Children of Nepal. 
During our visit, we had contact with 20 schools – 13 of these were new requests and 7 were schools where we have recently completed projects or currently have work in progress.

With the help of various supporters, we were able to either borrow a car or get lifts by motorbike so that we were able to get around the region and visit 17 of the 20 schools.

We were welcomed with great enthusiasm at all schools, and were delighted to be able to attend a special welcome ceremony at Dibya Jhoti School.  At Devchuli College we were special guests at the college anniversary celebration, which included a visiting education official.  
Please keep on supporting our charity – this work is really needed and is making a visible difference to the education of children in this region of Nepal. 

On behalf of all our beneficiaries in Nepal, thank you very much for all the help you give - it really is appreciated. 
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    Devchuli College

New Projects

The main demand continues to be support for classroom building projects.  In addition to this, we have been asked for help to provide fencing or boundary walls to secure school compounds.

We have prioritised the new requests and agreed which projects we can fund over the next 12 months.  
Dewachuli School

This is a very remote school that we haven’t yet visited.  It is a 4 hour journey by road from our base in Thumsi, Gaidakot.  The head teacher was able to visit us and ask for help with building new classrooms.  We are keen to support this school as the remote schools have less chance of help as access is much more difficult.

Kawashoti area
We visited two new schools in this area.  Janakalyan Lower Secondary School was established 20 years ago in 2046 (Nepali year).   The original five classrooms are in a very poor state of repair, including one that is so badly damaged it cannot be used.  The school has 13 classes from Nursery (Reception) to Class 8, with 588 students in total.  Class sizes start from 38, with an average of 45 per class!  We have agreed to fund a 3-classroom block at this school to help replace the classrooms that need demolishing.
In the same area is Janakalyan Rastriya Primary School, with 200 students up to Class 5.  This school has good classroom facilities (including some with carpets – very rare for a Nepali school!) and a library.  They have asked for support with completing a perimeter wall, needed to make the school safe and secure for the pupils.
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Janakalyan Rastriya Primary School

Gaidakot Sports Club
As part of our support for broader educational activities, Children of Nepal have agreed to provide funding for the Gaidakot Sports Club to purchase football strips and balls, to enable youngsters to get involved in sport in the local area.  Local volunteers have set up the club and provide coaching and training in football (boys andgirls), volleyball and boxing.
	Projects update
Since our last visit, the following are examples of school projects supported by Children of Nepal:

Shanka Devi Primary School, £860 provided much needed boundary fencing to make the compound secure, and furnishing for the nursery class.  
Surya Kiran School, £300 provided the materials needed to complete a single classroom.    
[image: image4.jpg]i
=3




During building
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After building completion – Dec 2009

Lacchmi Bal Bikas Nursery, donated £200 to part fund materials for a single classroom building.
Pancha Jhoti School, almost completed a new 2-classroom block, jointly funded by Children of Nepal and local donations.

Mani Sangam School, Dumkibas, currently in progress, Children of Nepal are providing a budget of £2500 towards the building of a new 2-classroom block.  Additional classroom space is required to accommodate the increased numbers of local children wishing to attend the school.  
Jana Shakti School, Beldiya, building a 2-classroom block, to enable them to develop from a primary to a lower secondary school.

Mukundasen School, almost completed a second storey onto a 2-classroom block, with the stairway to be finished (see photos on p3).

New Projects cont.
Sakala Devi School
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On our 2007 trip, we visited this school who were seeking help to relocate within their village as they were in a very small plot with insufficient space.  They have used local donations to buy a new plot of land in the village and have been successful in getting support from other charities to build a large 6 classroom block.  Using their own locally-made bricks, they have started to build two more classrooms and have asked us for support with completing these and building a toilet block as they only have a temporary tin building at the moment.
Dibya Jhoti School
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Teachers at Dibya Jhoti, with part built classrooms behind
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 Welcome ceremony at Dibya Jhoti School


	Sponsored Bike Ride and Walk 2009 
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Another successful event was held in June 2009.  There were 88 people, including kids involved on the day!  After cycling 10 miles or walking 5 miles, everyone enjoyed a super Bar-B-Q and many camped overnight, making a weekend of it.  Thank you to everyone involved on the day for all their efforts – especially those who travelled from as far away as Surrey, Sussex, London and Manchester! We raised over £3600, which is fantastic and brings our total raised from these events to over £30,000!  Thank you to all our sponsors and also to Ferry Meadows Caravan Club who supported this event once again by letting us use their rally field.

Raising the Roof!
Thanks to the initiative of two musical friends, a very successful fund raising concert 'Raising the Roof' was held at St Mary's Hospital chapel, Manchester in May 2009.  An audience of 95 thoroughly enjoyed the excellent music provided by the Hard Times Orkestar and the Vivaldi Ensemble. Thank you very much to the 20 plus musicians involved for giving their time and money to this event. £805 plus gift aid was raised through donations on the night! You can find out more about the groups using the links below:
http://www.myspace.com/hardtimesorkestar
http://www.myspace.com/vivaldiorchestra
Sponsored Bike Ride and Walk 2010 

The date for your diaries for this year's Bike Ride and Walk is 10th July 2010, gathering from 1.30 onwards for a 2.30 start.  Everyone is welcome and we just ask you to commit to raising some sponsor money.  Our venue once again will be Ferry Meadows, Peterborough. The Ride and Walk will be followed by a Bar-B-Q for all, and camping overnight for those who can make it.
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Pancha Jhoti School
	Donations

We are extremely lucky that we have continued to receive many donations during the last two financial years.  These have varied from £10 to £3800!  Thank you to all those who have made a donation of any size.  It enables us to continue with all the work we are doing and therefore makes a real difference to the education of many children in Nepal.  We can assure you that every pound donated goes directly to Nepal to be spent on one of our projects. 
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Mukundasen School

Support in Nepal and the UK

Once again, we would like to recognise the efforts of Ganga and Kamala Pandey, and Bishnu Pandey, who carry out invaluable work on our behalf, setting up projects and liaising with schools and families in Nepal. In the UK, special thanks to Alan Cowburn who maintains our web site for us and Jim Walker for his help with our accounts.

Sponsorship of children

Thanks to the generosity of a number of sponsors, Children of Nepal and the Sarimilla Trust are continuing to organise the education of many children in the Gaidakot and Chitwan areas.  The children are from families with a range of difficult circumstances, who need help to send their children to school.  These children are given the chance of an education that they probably would not have and the families are extremely grateful.  Many thanks to all our sponsors for this vital support.
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Mani Sangam, Dumkibas
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