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	Introduction

Welcome to the February 2008 edition of ‘Namaste’, the newsletter of Children of Nepal.  This edition follows a recent visit to Nepal and aims to update you regarding all the projects Children of Nepal have completed since our last visit in December 2004, and all the new schemes we have now agreed to fund. You will also find details of recent and forthcoming fundraising activities.

Over the last 11 years, we have completed 25 different projects, involving 19 different schools or communities, improving conditions and developing the educational opportunities for a great many children in Nepal.

Thank you very much to all our donors, sponsors and supporters.  We can only carry out this much needed work with the help of all of you.

New Projects

As ever, there is a massive demand from government schools in the rural area in which we work for help with classroom building and other projects.  On our recent trip, we visited as many as possible, in order to see for ourselves the extent of the need and to be able to give the go-ahead to projects we saw as priority.  We plan to fund the following projects over the next twelve months.  Further details of these will be included in future newsletters and on our website. 

Shanka Devi Primary, £800 to provide fencing to make the compound secure, and furnishing for the nursery class.  Mukundasen School, £800 to build a second storey onto a two-classroom block.  Surya Kiran School, £300 to buy materials to complete a single classroom. Lacchmi Bal Bikas Nursery, £200 to part fund materials for a single classroom. Marani Sangam, Dumkibas, £1500 to build a two classroom block to replace old extremely dilapidated classrooms.  Pancha Jhoti and Kawashati Schools, £2000 to build a new 2-classroom block at each.
	Completed projects
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Original classrooms at Dibya Jhoti School (2004)

S Pandey
Dibya Jhoti School - Children of Nepal used £1753 to build a 2-classroom block at this large primary school, where they had been struggling with classes of as many as 95 pupils! The existing classroom block was very old and dilapidated and we were delighted to be able to upgrade their facilities, partly funded with donations from the Church of the Ascension and the Sutasoma Trust.  On behalf of Children of Nepal, we were honoured to be asked to cut the ribbon at the official opening ceremony, and to declare the classrooms open.  Everyone at the school was extremely grateful for the support given – these classrooms really do improve the education of many children.
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Dibya Jhoti’s new classrooms at the opening ceremony
(2007) N Pandey



        


	More completed projects
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Dilapidated classrooms at Prithvi School (2004)

S Pandey
Prithvi Secondary School - This school was also desperately in need of new classrooms to replace a very old block, part of which was totally unusable and part of which was only usable in good weather. Children of Nepal donated £2224 for the materials to build three new classrooms.  This was funded in part by money raised by Ramsden Infants School, Barrow-in-Furness.  We were delighted to attend the official opening ceremony on 24th December 2007.  Attending these events really brings it home to us how critical this help is to the continuing development of these rural Nepalese schools.
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New classrooms built by Children of Nepal at Prithvi 

(2007) N Pandey

Nepal Rastriya School, Danda – Here we spent £429 for fencing to enclose the school grounds and make their compound secure.  They had moved to a new site and although they were able to build new classrooms, the school had requested help to protect the grounds from grazing cattle – to ensure it was safe and more hygienic for the pupils.


	Saraswati Sanskrit School, Danda - Another 2-classroom block was completed at this school in 2005 at a cost of £1676.
Surya Jhoti School, Dhawadi - This school applied for help from Children of Nepal to build a new 2-classroom block.  The school was able to obtain some funding from the local district council.  We contributed £900 towards the £1700 needed for materials and the project was completed in 2006.
Support in Nepal and the UK

A very big thank you must go to Ganga and Kamala Pandey in Nepal, who help set up our projects and are the key point of contact in Nepal, and to Alan Cowburn who has created our web site for us.
Fundraising

Bike Ride 2007 – Once again, we had a very successful sponsored Bike Ride last year, with a fantastic £3000 promised in sponsorship.  Many sponsors agreed to gift aid their sponsorship and this raised an extra £423!  We send grateful thanks to Ferry Meadows Caravan Club site for letting us use their rally field for the event, which involved 70 people in total, with 12 families making a weekend of it by camping overnight.  This event has grown and grown in recent years and has raised over £22,000 since it started in 1997. In 2006 we raised the highest amount for one event - £3600!  A special thank you to all those who were involved and to all our sponsors, supporters and well-wishers.

Fenstanton Village Church - Friends from Fenstanton Village Church, Cambridgeshire, had the innovative idea of doing a sponsored bike ride covering the number of miles between Cambridge and Kathmandu (approx. 4500 miles) by exercise bike to raise money for Children of Nepal.  Many people offered sponsorship, and both adults and children did the cycling over a number of weeks during Lent.  Including gift aid, £450 was raised, which is a great contribution.  An open event was held on 11th March 2007.  This included Nepali crafts and a quiz for the kids, Nepali food, photos and slides of our projects, and of course lots of cycling.  Special thanks to Eliane, Katie and Joy for organising this activity.


	Donations

We want to thank all our donors – every amount, however big or small, enables us to establish further projects and makes a material difference to the education of children in Nepal.  Thank you very much to all those individuals and organisations who have either given or raised money.  We cannot thank you enough – please keep on supporting us – you really are making a difference.
As you may be aware, every pound donated goes directly to Nepal to be spent on one of our projects. 
Events 2008

Bike Ride and Walk 2008 – This year's sponsored Bike Ride and Walk will be held on 12th July 2008, so please put this date in your diaries. Everyone is welcome. If you cannot cycle, walk or attend the social event, you can always offer to sponsor one of us! It will be held, once more, at Ferry Meadows, Peterborough, meeting from 1.30 onwards for a 2.30 start.  The cyclists will do 10 miles and the walkers 5 miles.  The Ride and Walk will be followed by a Bar-B-Q for all, and camping overnight for those who wish to enjoy the peace and quiet of Ferry Meadows.

Nepalese Festival, Manchester, June 2008 
Another Nepalese festival will be held on 31 May-1st June 2008 at Manchester Town Hall.  A number of these have been run in the past, organised by the Nepalese Association in the UK.
	They provide a fantastic opportunity for all communities to get together and have fun, learning about Nepali customs, culture, food, music and art.  There will be a series of talks and slideshows by well known people and an exhibition featuring charities and companies that are involved in Nepal.  
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Our stand at the 2004 Nepalese Festival (S Pandey)
Sponsorship of children
Children of Nepal sponsors are continuing to fund the education of children in the Gaidakot and Chitwan areas.  We continue to work closely with the Sarimilla Trust, who also sponsor children from a range of families in these areas.  The children are from families with different circumstances, who need help to send their children to school.  These children are given the chance of an education that they probably would not have otherwise and the families are extremely grateful for the support they receive.  Many thanks to all our sponsors.
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Our area of activity is near Bharatpur
Children of Nepal
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