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	Welcome and Introduction
Namaste and welcome to our May 2016 newsletter. We have recently returned from a visit to Nepal and we hope that this newsletter will give you an insight into the work we have been doing there and how your support is making a vital difference to the education of children in rural Nepal.

The huge earthquakes that shook Nepal in April/May 2015 were devastating for the country, particularly in terms of lives lost.  Some parts of the country will take many years to recover. Thanks to your generosity, we have been able to make a contribution to the rebuilding effort by providing materials for the rebuilding of homes destroyed by the earthquake. 

There continues to be huge demand for financial support from government schools in our area of operation in the Nawal Parasi district of central Nepal - see map below. We have completed a large number of projects particularly in the last two years and are now seeking to raise further funds to build more classrooms in schools where they are desperately needed.



Update from Nepal visit 
We were delighted to be able to visit 20 schools to see completed projects, review work in progress and assess new requests for funding. Many of these schools are in a remote hilly area between the Narayani and Kaligandaki Rivers.  Transport to these areas is very difficult as roads are rough and cross steep terrain.  However with an excellent driver, we were able to visit 14 of these schools on a 2 day tour - this gave us a real insight into the way of life of those living in these remote areas. It was fantastic to see the commitment to education shown by the students, their families and the school community. 

We also visited Nawadurga School in Dhawadi, for the official opening of their new classroom block funded by Children of Nepal. Further details and photos are enclosed in the newsletter.
Earthquake relief[image: C:\Users\Sue Pandey\Pictures\2015\15-7-nepal\PC230271.JPG]
Nara was able to visit 3 villages in the area in which we work that had suffered significant damage from the earthquakes: Peepalchap, Kirtipur and Wakhor.  Each had a number of homes that had either been totally or partially destroyed.  [image: C:\Users\Sue Pandey\Pictures\2015\15-7-nepal\PC230267.JPG]
Although some limited help had been received via the government and other charities, many families were still in need of help to rebuild their homes. We have been able to use funds we raised to supply corrugated tin for roofing, enabling the affected families to re-establish a home for themselves.  Many thanks to all those that donated funds to help this cause.
[image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/hphotos-xpl1/v/t35.0-12/12822816_1678723762379128_221484956_o.jpg?oh=44913ebffc017c315672096c31d039d2&oe=56FB653F]
Tin for roofing being carried to Wakhor village 
The village of Wakhor cannot be reached by road, so tin had to be carried from the roadhead, where it had been transported by jeep from the main road.

	
Nawadurga School 
Work on a three-classroom block at Nawadurga School, Dhawadi, was interrupted when the earthquake struck in April 2015.  However the block has now been completed and we were very pleased to visit the school for their opening ceremony, along with our friends, the Darlami family. The school is located in a remote hilly area to the north of the main highway through Nawal Parasi.  To get there we travelled by jeep over very rough roads with steep drops. Various members of the extended school community joined us on the jeep as we travelled further up the hill. On reaching the roadhead, we walked for an hour through beautiful scenery to reach the school.
[image: C:\Users\Sue Pandey\Pictures\2015\15-7-nepal\PC280343.JPG] 
On route to Nawadurga School

We thoroughly enjoyed the opening ceremony which included cutting the ribbon, various rituals and blessings and cultural dancing by pupils.  These new classrooms have replaced some of the original classrooms which were in really poor condition.
[image: C:\Users\Sue Pandey\Pictures\2015\15-8-ch of nepal\PC280363.JPG]
Kids and dancers at Nawadurga opening ceremony

Continuing requests for help
There continues to be a high demand for classroom building projects and we will continue our fundraising so that we can support as many of the schools as possible, thereby improving the education of kids in Nepal. 

Children of Nepal will continue to provide a significant proportion of  the materials required for each building project, with the school providing or raising the remainder.

In all our visits, especially in remote communities, the commitment to education that was demonstrated was really inspiring.  Any support you can give to help these schools will be greatly appreciated by them, and helps ensure that education becomes an achievable goal of all children where ever they may live. 
	Opening ceremony at Saraswati School
We were privileged to be invited to the opening ceremony at Saraswati Primary School, in the remote hilly area of Jaubari.  Currently the village has no electricity - however work has started on a mini hydro project that aims to serve village areas. We had recently agreed to fund a two-classroom block at this school as two classes were being taught outside due to lack of classroom space. Although a relatively small school of 100 pupils, local schools are essential to ensuring that the youngest children can get to a school in their local area in a reasonable walking distance.
[image: C:\Users\Sue Pandey\Pictures\2015\15-8-ch of nepal\PC200201.JPG]
New classrooms at Saraswati School, Jaubari
The school community were particularly motivated to get the classrooms completed in good time, and the majority of the local community were involved in some way including skilled and unskilled labour.  Building materials had to be brought 40km from the main road - and they still managed to complete the project within 2 months.  They invited the whole community to the opening ceremony and celebratory meal - providing food for apx 200.  It was a fantastic atmosphere and gave a great sense of a community really working together for the benefit of all. 


Pupils at the opening ceremony at Saraswati School
Jana Maitri School, Kotthar
[image: C:\Users\Sue Pandey\Pictures\2015\15-8-ch of nepal\DSCN5117.JPG]
Inside new classrooms at Jana Maitri School
In a previous newsletter we featured Jana Maitri School, Kotthar, where children were being taught in basic classrooms made from bamboo.  We agreed to build two stone built classrooms at this primary school.  Within our two day visit to the more remote schools, we were delighted to be able to visit this school and see for ourselves how the improved facilities were benefiting the children here.
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Ramba Devi and Siddhibaba Schools
Work is currently in progress at these two schools in the Arkala village area.  We stayed overnight at the tiny village of Koke, where Ramba Devi Primary School enables the youngest children of this remote farming community to attend school.  Thank you to them for all their hospitality during our short stay. 

The next morning, a few miles uphill from Ramba Devi, we visited Siddhibaba School where we are funding a four classroom block on a new site to replace their existing old, dilapidated rooms. 
[image: C:\Users\Sue Pandey\Pictures\2015\15-8-ch of nepal\DSCN4995.JPG]
Siddhibaba School - early morning progress visit 

Support in Nepal and the UK
Once again, we would like to record a huge thank you to the following people who work on a voluntary basis in Nepal on our behalf: Ganga and Kamala Pandey, and Bishnu Pandey. Thank you very much to them - they ensure that this work can continue by liaising with schools, acting as key contacts and managing administration and payments. Thank you also to all those who help in different ways behind the scenes.

Thank you to our donors and supporters 
Since we started our charity work in 1997, our total funds raised including donations and fundraising activities is now over £150,000.  This is a fantastic achievement and thanks to all of you, has enabled us to complete over 82 projects in total, improving opportunities for education for all children at these schools.

Thank you very much for all your donations, however large or small.  We would especially like to thank Gordon Browning for supporting the project at Bal Jagran School and Linda Marshall and Sheila Bull for walking the Cumbria Way to support the earthquake appeal.  We can't mention everyone by name, however please accept our thanks to all of you who have given money either towards building projects or to sponsor the education of individual children.  Your support is really needed and is greatly appreciated.


Fundraising
In July 2015, we held another successful Sponsored Bike Ride and Walk which involved 85 supporters and raised over £3811!  The event in 2016 will be our 20th consecutive Bike Ride - with your support, we have raised a total of over £48,000 from this event so far.

The date for this year is Sat 25th June, at Ferry Meadows Country Park, Peterborough.  Please let us know if you would like to join us and we will send you further details.
[image: C:\Users\Sue Pandey\Pictures\2015\15-3-jun\P7110544.JPG]
Gathering for the start of the Bike Ride, Jul 2015

[image: C:\Users\Sue Pandey\Pictures\2015\15-3-jun\P7110549.JPG] 
Enjoying the Bar-B-Q following the Ride and Walk
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